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sinatcd rne rresiueni, or at least 
been charged with assassinating 
(lie President, and had been in the 
employ of the FIJI and somebody 
had gone to the FBI, they would 
have denied he was an agent,” | 
Russell suggested. 

"Oh, yes,” Dulles replied. 

"They would he tho first to deny 
it. Your agents would have done 
exactly the same thing 
Exactly.” 

not her po 
"a terrlbl 

disprove'* that someone was n 
secret agent. But if he were, Dulles 
said, the man who recruited him 
would refuse to disclose his iden- 
tity under oath and might even 
Keep it from his superior. 

“I would tell the President of 
the United States anything, yes, 

I am under his control. He Is my 
boss. I wouldn’t necessarily teil 



At another point, Dulles said 
it was "a terribly hard tiling to 



JFK Slaying Aftermath 
Oswald As FBI Agent? 
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| By ROBERT M. ANDREWS 
| Washington (UPI) — Former 
>|iCIA Director Allen W. Dulles told 
II his Warren Commission colleagues 
I ; early in their investigation that 
% | they had no choice but to accept 
|-.J. Edgar Ilooyer’s denial that Lee 
| Ifarvey Oswald was ever an uu- 
del-cover FBI agent. 

\ | In a newly declassified document 
|| now made public, Dulles indicated 
FBI Director might not nc- 
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\ knowledge Oswald’s employment 
| j even had lie known it was a tact. 
)\ In the transcript of a private 
commission meeting January 27, 
11)04, oulles said both the FBI aud 
the CIA probably would lie to 
■ everyone but the President to con- 
ceal the identities of their agents 
and informants. 

External Evidence 

The transcr.ipL^^iiblished in'Ni 
new book by HaroltT'-Weisberg 
entitled "Whitewash IV”, shovya 
that the high-level commi ssiopTn- 
v estimating PresTrimTr~J7ffi1TT<’. Ken- 
nedy's assassination was troubled 
by spreading rumors that Oswald 
had been on the FBI payroll. 

"What you do is you make out 
I a problem, if this be true, make 
our problem utterly impossible be- 
cause you say this rumor can’t be 
dissipated under any circum- 
stances,” complained House Demo- 
cratic whip Hale Boggs. 

“I don’t think it can, unless 
you believe Mr. Hoover, and so 
forth and so on, which probably 
Itnost of the people will,” Dulles 
replied. 

"You can’t prove what the facts j 
are,” he added later. "I don’t think 
there is an external evidence other 
than the person’s word that he' 
did or did not employ a particular 
man as a secret agent. No matter, 
what.” 

In sworn testimony before the 
Commission a few months later, 

| FBI Director Hoover ami John A. 

| McCone, then Dulle’s successor at 
the CIA, denied Oswald had any 
connection — direct or indirect — 
with their agencies. 

Delicate Question 

At one point during the January 
27 meeting, Sen. Richard B. Rus- 
sell, D-Ga., turned to Dulles and 
touched on the delicate question 
of interrogating the investigators. 

"If Oswald never had 



anybody else, unless the President 
authorized me to do it,” be said. 

A few moments later, he added : 
"What I was gettting at, I think 
under any circumstances, I think 
Mr. Hoover would say certainly he 
didn’t have anything to do with 
this fellow.” 

During the S^rhour meeting, J. 
Lee Rankin, the Commission’s Gen- 
eral Counsel, said part of the dif- 
ficulty In trying to question FBI 
authorities about what the agency 
did in Dallas after the November 
22, 1903, assassination was that 
“they have no problem.” 

Reached A Verdict 

Rankin advised the Commission 
‘‘they have decided that it is Os- 
wald who committed the assassina- 
tion, they have decided that no 
one else was involved . . .” 

"They have tried the . case and 
reached a verdict on every aspect,” 
Russell said. 

“Yes, ‘we know who killed Coek 
Robin’,” said John J. MeCloy. 
"That Is the point. It isn’t only 
who killed Cock Robin. Under the 
terms of reference we have to go 
beyond that.” 

The members seemed to agree 
with Russell’s observation that "of 
course, w r e can get an affidavit 
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JFK Slaying 

ij (Continued from Page 1)-* 

J'i'rom Mr. Hoover aiul put it in this 
: record and go on and act on that. 

J. but if we didn’t go any further 
than that . . . there still would be 
i° thousands of Doubting Thomases 
I j who would believe this man was 
1 J an FBI agent and you just didn’t 
I -try to clear it up and you just 
IS took Hoover’s word.” 

*i Weisberg, of Frederick, Md ; , a 
h leading advocate of the assassina- 
J tion conspiracy theory, obtained 
^ the transcript and other documents 
3 under the Freedom of Information 
< Act after a lengthy court battle. 

( In his book and in an interview, 
j Weisberg said the Commission was 
| so intimidated by Hoover’s power 
3 that it settled for pro forma de- 
cimals from Hoover and McCone 
i instead of trying to get indepen- 
(jdently to the source of the tinder- 
V cover agent rumor while also ques- 
v 1 tioning FBI authorities. 

J lle accused Kankin of engineer- 
ing a cover-up of what the trail- 1 
*] script quoted Kankin as calling a 
I. “dirty rumor” that ‘‘must he wiped | 
r out insofar as it is possible to do, 
i so by this Commission.” 

1 dim Lesar, a Washington lawyer i 
f who helped Weisberg . with the ( 
1 hook, said the Commission was 
•Vaught In the situation where 
1 the only Investigators they had 
- were those of the Federal agen- 
cies themselves, which put them 
- in the position of Investigating 
themselves. i 

‘‘Consequently, no real investi- 
gation was made," Lesar said. 1 
Kankin, reached by telephone in 
New York, declined comment. lie 
said he had uo ‘‘independent recol- 
lect ion” of the matter without 
checking Ids voluminous tiles. , 
Dulles, Bussell. Boggs and Kail 
Warren, then Chief Justice and the 
Commission chairman, are dead. . 
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